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The loss to the enemy in this jungle fighting was naturally
unknown; our losses were three men killed, and Lieutenant Reid,
27th Punjab Infantry, and eighteen men wounded.

On  January 4th,  1887,  General East," commanding  the   1st

Brigade, proceeded to the Kyaukse  dis-
Subsequent operations.       trict to decide  on  the  spot what fresh

steps should be taken for the pacification of this part of the country.

As the result of this visit, the number of troops in the district was
increased, two new posts were formed at Thabyedaung and Ingon*
and instructions were given to Colonel Banco, commanding the
Kyaukse district, to despatch flying columns and patrols in various
directions, to destroy villages and crops, and, where possible, to
remove stores of grain collected by the dacoits.

Several small columns were consequently kept on the move
during January and February, but owing to the difficulties of the
country, and the facility with which the dacoits could disappear
when attacked, little success was met with.

In March Colonel Bance was ordered to assemble a column

Destruction of tlie Hmo,wa- at Thabyedaung, for the purpose of ad-
ing stronghold,             vancing on Hmawaing in co-operation
with another column from the 3rd Brigade. Accordingly, on the
21st March Colonel Bance inarched to Gonywa and was joined
the next morning by the troops of the 3rd Brigade under Major
Ilderton, 2nd Eoyal West Surrey Kegiment. The whole force was
divided into three parties ; the main column under his immediate
command, consisting of two guns, I-l Eastern Division, Royal Artillery
(Lieutenant De Butts), two Gardners (Captain Airey, New South Wales
Artillery), 74 rifles (Lieutenant Cox), Somersetshire Light Infantry ;
40 rifles, 15th Madras Infantry; 50 rifles, 25th Bombay Light Infantry
(Captain Nuthall), and 22 rifles, Mounted Infantry, under Lieutenant
Stevens. The right party under Major Ilderton consisted of 50 rifles,
2nd Eoyal West Surrey Kegiment, and 34 rifles, 27th Punjab
Infantry. The left column under command of Captain Prcsgrave,
15th Madras Infantry, consisted of 30 rifles, Somersetshire Light In-
fantry (Lieutenant Johnstone), and 75 rifles, 15th Madras Infantry
(Lieutenant Oswald). The troops commenced to advance at 6-30 A.M.
At 12 noon the main column gradually approached to within
100 yards of a stone barricade on Hmawaing height, fixing